[Adjuvant activity of gram-negative bacteria and their structural components (author's transl)].
Regarding the adjuvant activity of gram-negative bacteria we have to distinguish at least 4 different potencies, i.e., 1) increase in the production of circulating antibodies during the primary and secondary immune responses; 2) induction of susceptibility to systemic anaphylaxis; 3) prompt production of experimental "allergic" diseases, and 4) increase in resistance to infections. Although all gram-negative bacteria contain several structural components with adjuvant potencies, the immunopotentiating effectiveness of the corresponding whole bacteria becomes--with the exception of killed cells of Bordetella pertussis--only detectable to a weak degree.